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Year 9 Statistics Activity:		Guess the Lollies

The purpose of the activity is to guess the number of lollies in a bag and record the results. 

What you will need:
· 2 bags of different lollies
· A class set of laminated sheets of A4 paper
· [image: ]A class set of white board marker
· Camera to take capture of student answers

Instruction First Bag of Lollies:
· Show one bag of lollies to all students
· Tell students that they have to guess the number of lollies in the bag. Tell them that this number is under 100
· Write the result in the stem and leaf format but don’t mention the word “stem and leaf” yet


	Suggested questions (Please allow time for all students to write each answer on the laminated 	sheet)
· How good are our guesses? (answer might be that our guesses are quite spread out)
· What is our average? (here there might be a need to discuss how to calculate the average)
· Would it be easier if we sort the result out? Why?
· How did you guess? What is your strategy? What were you thinking?
· What was the most common guess?


· Then count the actual number of lollies in that bag
· Congratulate the person who got closest guess to this answer. Give out 1 lolly to each student and the rest to the winner?
· Ask this person what was their strategies
· [image: ]Mention to students the name stem and leaf plot

Instruction Second Bag of Lollies
· Bring the second bag of lollies out. Tell them it is different number of lollies to the first one and still under 100
· Again let all students make a guess
· Record the result on the other side of the first one (as shown)
· Mention to students back-to-back stem and leaf plot
· Again count the actual number of lollies

	Suggested questions:
· Does practise help improve our guesses? How can you tell?
· Compare the first lots of guesses to the second lots of guess. What can we say?

Gathering evidence for evaluation:

· When observing the learning we gather the following evidences for future evaluation: Students answers on laminated A4 sheet. Take capture of these

Follow-up activity:
· Follow-up activity could be gathering the height of all students and record these result down
· Analyse the data in a similar way
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